Oncoplastic breast surgery does not delay the onset of adjuvant chemotherapy: a population-based study.
Only a few studies of limited size have examined whether oncoplastic breast surgery delays the onset of adjuvant chemotherapy as compared to conventional breast surgery. We investigated whether oncoplastic breast surgery causes a delay in the onset of adjuvant chemotherapy in comparison to lumpectomy and mastectomy. The study is a population-based cohort study. Within the nationwide registry of the Danish Breast Cancer Group (DBCG), we identified 1798 patients who received adjuvant chemotherapy following mastectomy, lumpectomy or oncoplastic breast surgery for early and unilateral invasive breast cancer. Women treated with neoadjuvant chemotherapy were excluded. We found no significant difference between the three groups (mastectomy, lumpectomy, oncoplastic breast surgery) in the time from biopsy to surgery (mean time 17.9, 17.0 and 18.3 days, respectively), the time from surgery to onset of adjuvant chemotherapy, nor total time from biopsy to the onset of adjuvant chemotherapy (mean time 52.7, 51.9 and 53.2 days, respectively). Our study shows that oncoplastic breast surgery does not delay the onset of adjuvant chemotherapy in comparison with mastectomy and lumpectomy. Accordingly, patients should not be excluded from treatment with oncoplastic breast surgery due to concerns of delay in adjuvant chemotherapy.